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ings sent out, so that the lost pilot could determine his position
relative to the camp. Mazuruk had landed on a very uneven
floe, and for some days he and his crew were busy breaking
down ice mounds so that a level field could be arranged. At
last, after the Polar station had been established for eleven
days, Mazuruk was able to take off, and soon came humming
over the camp to make a perfect landing.

At last the Polar station was fully equipped, and the planes
were prepared for the return journey.   Since there was not
enough petrol left for all the fleet to complete the flight, it
was necessary to arrange for one of the planes to land on an
ice-floe and to be refuelled from the base. This was eventually
accomplished; and the squadron then set off south for Moscow
knowing that a great reception was being prepared for them.
From the moment when Papanin had established the camp
at the Pole he was aware that the floe was drifting towards
the south. During the first fortnight they travelled sixty-eight
miles, and the end of a month found them about twice that
distance from the Pole. Six months brought them near to the
north-east point of Greenland; and by February 19, when the
party was rescued, they had drifted down the east coast of
Greenland to the same latitude as the North Gape of Norway.
Thus altogether their icy craft had travelled not less than
1300 miles in 274 days.  Actually the distance travelled was
probably a good deal greater, because the floe did not follow
a straight line and the effect of the \vinds was to cause consider-
able irregularities.   The speed of drift also varied.   In the
Arctic basin the average rate was about three miles a day, but
farther south the average was thirteen miles each day and when
the north wind blew strongly they once travelled 34 miles in
the twenty-four hours.

Life must have been terribly monotonous for the little band.
For almost nine months the only view was one unending vista
of ice and snow. Yet there was plenty to do, and little time to
get depressed. The camp was very well equipped; and each
man had definite duties to perform. A large tent protected
against the wind by a wall of snow served them for a dormitory
and a workshop.
Encircling the main tent was a Htchen with four cookers, a